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S.N. 10/694,167 
Art Unit 3661 

Response 

1 . The current examiner respectfully withdraws the previous allowable subject matter of 
claims 6, 7, 9-12, 16-20 from a prior examiner. 

A. Applicants 1 arguments filed 6/28/2006 have been fully considered, and the examiner 
withdraws previous 35 USC 112 rejections mailed on 4/07/2006; but they are not persuasive on 
the cited art of Kitano; and some limitations are still unclear (see the note below); however, 
assumptions for these claims are made, and Kitano suggests these points. According to the 
specification, para. [00 10] and [001 1], the claimed "active force" in this application merely is a 
very well-known force to drive a vehicle forward; this force is applied to front tires 12. 

B. Applicants argue that Kitano does not teach: "determining a tractive force request of a 
driver of the vehicle; determining an actual tractive force of the vehicle; and modifying the 
actual tractive force of the vehicle to be equal to the tractive force request." The examiner 
disagrees because Kitano' s teachings meet what the applicant claims . Kitano discloses about 
determining a tractive force request of a driver of the vehicle; determining an actual tractive 
force of the vehicle; and modifying the actual tractive force of the vehicle to b equal to the 
tractive force request (see Kitano, column 7, lines 58-67). Tractive force is the drawing of a 
vehicle by motive power; the motive power employed. In fact, applicant's summery of the 
invention states: "the present invention is to provide a method of controlling tractive force of a 
vehicle comprising an actual speed of the vehicle and sensing a position of an acceleration pedal 
(see the submitted specification, page 1, lines 19-21)." This is nothing difference than Kitano's 
teachings. In column 8, lines 7-10, Kitano controls the tractive force by releasing the accelerator 
pedal and vehicle speed. Note that the actual tractive force is the "real" tractive force in Kitano's 
invention and the tractive force request is the target driving force in Kitano's invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8, and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kitano et al (US Pat. 6,528,959). 

A. As per claim 1, Kitano discloses about determining a tractive force request of a driver of 
the vehicle; determining/demanding an actual tractive force of the vehicle; and modifying the 
actual tractive force of the vehicle to be equal to the tractive force request/demand (see Kitano, 
FIG.3 "actual tractive force" is "TARGET FRONT- WHEEL DRIVING FORCE" S35 and 
"CALCULATE TARGET FRONT- WHEEL DRIVING FORCE" is a modifying/modeling step; 
column 3, lines 35-48, column 7, lines 18-24, 57-67, figures 2, 3, 29). 

B. As per claim 2, Kitano discloses measuring the actual speed of the vehicle (see Kitano, 
FIG.4, and column 3, lines 32-33); sensing a position of the acceleration pedal (see Kitano, 
column 12, lines 14-17); looking up the tractive force request corresponding to the actual speed 
and the position of the acceleration pedal (see Kitano, the abstract). 

C. As per claim 3, Kitano discloses estimating/calculating/modeling the actual tractive force 
(see Kitano, Fig.3 with a step of "CALCULATE TARGET FRONT-WHEEL DRIVING 
FORCE" S35, and the abstract). 
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D. As per claims 4 and 14, Kitano discloses about calculating/estimating/modeling the 
tractive force as a function of the vehicle speed (see Kitano, FIG.4, and the abstract). 

E. As per claims 5, 8, and 15, Kitano discloses a percentage of available/"WITHIN THE 
RANGE" tractive force of the vehicle (see Kitano, column 41, lines 1-15). 

F. As per claim 13, Kitano discloses determining a tractive force request of a driver of the 
vehicle; determining an actual tractive force of the vehicle; and modifying the actual tractive 
force of the vehicle to be equal to the tractive force request (see Kitano, same rationales to 
rejection of claim 1 above; also column 3, lines 35-48, column 7, lines 18-24, 57-67 and figures 

2, 3, 29); measuring the actual speed of the vehicle (with a vehicle speed-detecting means, see 
Kitano, column 3, lines 32-33); sensing a position of the acceleration pedal (e.g., using a position 
sensor as sensor 13; see Kitano, column 12, lines 14-28); looking up the tractive force request 
corresponding to the actual speed and the position of the acceleration pedal and modeling actual 
tractive force (e.g., Kitano suggests about "looking up respective tables"; see Kitano, FIG.4, 

col. 15 lines 18-26, and the abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office Action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 6-7, 9-12, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kitano 
et al (US Pat. 6,528,959). 

The rationales and reference for rejections of above REJECTED claims are incorporated. 
Kitano does not disclose about "the request for the percentage of available tractive 
force"; however, Kitano suggests about using "tractive force in range" that including specifying 
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a percentage of available tractive force - for example, 100% of available tractive force (a 
maximum number) reads on claimed language. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to implement Kitano's 
teaching to specify a step that teaches a percentage of available tractive force for an advantage of 
deriving a more accurate calculation of tractive force demanded. 

4. Note : The current examiner respectfully submits that pending claims are unclear; as best 
interpretation the claimed concept simply are: input a number from LUT and see any change 
while driving a vehicle; and 

The claimed language of "wherein the request for the percentage of available tractive 
force decreases for a given acceleration pedal position as the speed of the vehicle increases" 
and in similar claimed phrases are unclear - the request can not "decreases"; it can only contain 
information that do not change a claimed step of using a request in a method. 
The applicants are request to further clarify them in better languages. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6759. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax number for 
the organization where this application is assigned is 571-273-6759. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new claim in 
an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that is introduced in 
an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially if the Application is a 
Jumbo Application. f) 
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